[Effect of chronic inhaled pollutants (cigarette smoke) on trans-epithelial measured potential difference of nasal mucosa in the human].
The transepithelial potential difference of the mucosa of the nose is appreciably higher in non-smokers than in smokers with a moderate to heavy cigarette consumption. This reduced potential difference in response to chronic inhalation to noxae (cigarette smoke) is a marker for the change in the integrity of the mucosa of the nose, and may possibly be considered to be representative of the rest of the respiratory epithelium of the bronchial system.